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Executive Summary

In response to the implications of Covid-19 crisis on education worldwide and particularly in the Arab world, the UNESCO
Regional Center for Quality and Excellence in Education (RCQE) organized in 13/5/2020 a webinar on “Education Quality in

the Arab countries: From Covid-19 crisis to Future Opportunities’.

The webinar was administrated by Dr. Ibrahim Alhussein, RCQE Consultant, and attended by more than 173 participants
including education leaders, experts, academics, and practitioners (males and females) from 13 Arab countries (Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia - Tunisia - Somalia - Lebanon - Algeria - Iraq - Egypt - Jordan - United Arab Emirates - Sultanate of Oman — Comoros) and

3 foreign countries (France - Britain — Sweden).

Webinar objectives:

1-  Discuss the implications of Covid-19 crisis on the achievement of education quality indicators included in the fourth
goal of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG4);

2-  Define challenges and future opportunities of education quality in the Arab countries in light of the implications of
Covid-19 crisis;

3- Propose recommendations and solutions to help education systems in the Arab countries to address and mitigate the

implications of Covid-19 crisis on education quality.

Webinar Work papers & Speakers:

- “The Impact of Covid-19 Crisis on the SDG4', delivered By Dr. Hammad Al Hamami, the Director of The UNESCO
Regional Bureau for Education in Beirut;

- “The Possible Solutions ro Support the Quality of Education Systems in the Arab countries after Covid-19 Crisis’,
delivered By Dr. Hatem Ben Salem, RCQE Board Member and the former Education Minister in Tunisia;

- “Narional Education System Strategies to respond ro and mitigate Covid-19 Crisis Implications”, delivered by Dr.

Ibrahim Al-Bedawi, the Saudi Deputy Minister of Education for Planning and Development.

Valuable interventions were delivered by Dr. Borhene Chakroun, the Director of Policies and Lifelong Learning Systems Division

at UNESCO and the Head of TTF Secretariat, and Dr. Abdulsalam Al Joufi, RCQE Consultant.

The webinar proposed several recommendations, most importantly:

Developing an Arab Framework for education response in the Arab countries to crises, enhancing the quality of health services
provided in schools, promoting the integration and coordination between the ministries of education and health, and enhancing
the integration between the international educational organizations to provide technical and educational support to the least

developed countries to overcome the implications of Covid-19 Crisis.
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